Congress of the Wnited States
Mashington, BE 20515

September 29, 2006

The Honorable Margaret Spellings
Secretary of Education

U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20202

Dear Secretary Spellings:

We are writing to express concern over the Department of Education’s recent “Proposed
Guidance on Maintaining, Collecting and Reporting Data on Race and Ethnicity to the U.S.
Department of Education.” We understand that the Department expects to begin to implement
these guidelines in the fall of 2006 in order to comply with the Office of Management and
Budget’s 1997 “Revisions to the Standards for the Classification of Federal Data on Race and
Ethnicity,” with implementation to be completed by the fall of 2009.

While we understand the need for the Department to implement OMB’s revised standards, it has
been brought to our attention that the Department’s proposed changes could undermine efforts to
track academic progress longitudinally by racial and ethnic subgroup. This is of the utmost
concern to us, and we must learn more about the potential impact of the proposed changes before
the Department moves forward. Disaggregated racial and ethnic data, as you well know, is one
of the cornerstones of the No Child Left Behind Act, and we urge the Department to refrain from
any changes that could undermine this principle in any way.

We are especially concermned about the limited time given for proposed changes to be analyzed
before implementation. We strongly urge the Department to refrain from implementing
proposed standards until they can be fully examined. We will contact your office within the next
week to set up a meeting to discuss this urgent matter.
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We anxiously await your response.

Sincerely, .

1 ca Fattah
Member of Congress
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David Wu
Member of Congress

Member of Con gress

Melvin L. Watt
Member of Congress
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Betty M_bolium Chris Van Hollen
Member of Congyess Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Robert A. Brady
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Louise Mclntosh Slaughter
Member of Congress

Member of Congress
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C.A. “Dutch” Ruppersberger
Member of Congress

Favid Sco L
Member of Congress



